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Abstract: In a world filled with radiant colors, the students 

remain black and white; their canvases stripped of all 

personalization. Confined between four walls and a closed 

door, stressed out teenagers are forced to make a choice 

between their grades and knowledge. School has extinguished the desire to learn. Instead of 

opening the growing adolescent’s eyes to the world outside, the education that we are provided 

sheds minimal exposure when it comes to understanding material. When students enter high 

school, they are immediately stripped of their personal styles of writing, art, and expression. If 

we do not succeed in a certain area or subject, we spend the rest of our years believing that we 

are failures and begin to believe that we will never accomplish anything in our lives. We are 

taught that every person is a unique individual; however, school attempts to make all of the 

students the same. 

The key to success is memorization. The common core does not make a difference when it comes 

to learning; math, history, science, and literature do not test for ability, but rather how well a 

student is able to memorize and recite the given material. Schools are trying to educate the 

children on how to succeed in the 21
st
 century, but the standards are set by adults who were

educated in a completely different manner. The past and the present are incomparable time 

periods. Education has to change accordingly. So how are we as students expected to be 

successful when we are forced to disregard our personal talents and focus on receiving a degree, 

which does not even guarantee us a future career? 
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