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ABSTRACT 

Unfortunately, the Behaviourists had placed too much emphasis on meaningless studies. One 

of their main arguments relied on this very premise. They advocated for a value-free approach 

to science. Practically speaking, they didn't care about values. Nonetheless, post-Behaviourism 

emphasized value-laden politics, therefore the two schools of thought disagreed. They argue 

that all knowledge rests on values and that knowledge risks becoming useless if values are not 

treated as its foundation. Values, in their opinion, play a significant part in the study of politics. 

Behaviouralists maintain that, like science, behaviourism is committed to a set of ideals. The 

post-behaviouralists reject the behaviourists' central premise. They believe that the 

behaviouralists' pursuit of technological inquiry and scientific understanding should not be 

isolated from everyday experience. It ought to be connected to important societal issues and 

have a goal of resolving such issues. It's a movement to reform Behaviourism, one that 

recognizes the value of the discipline's research tools, strategies, and methodologies but 

advocates for their application to the greater welfare of society. Among the many significant 

approaches and revolutions in political science, post-behaviouralist stands out. 

 

KEYWORDS: Action, Relevance, Pure science, Fact, Value, Credo of relevance, social 

change. 

 

Introduction 

 The emergence of the behavioural revolution marked the beginning of the process that would 

eventually lead to the formation of the new science of Politics known as contemporary Political 

Science. Traditional Political Science's nature, scope, methodology, and conclusions have been 

greeted with widespread discontent, and this has given rise to a revolution: the behavioural 

revolution in politics. As a result of this upheaval, the Behavioral Approach to Politics came 

into being. Even if successful, development may only enjoy widespread acclaim for another 

decade at most. Internal revolution, post-Behaviouralist, swept it away as it collapsed under 

the weight of its own weaknesses and many new developments. Consequently, a study of 

contemporary political analysis must start with a recap of these two movements: Behaviouralist 

and Post Behaviouralist. 

The Rise of Behavioral Economics 

After WWII, a revolution was sparked by widespread discontent with established political 

science and its techniques of inquiry. Behavioural approaches, protests, and reactions were 

developed by many political scientists as alternative methods or investigation required to 

transform political science from its traditional nature as a philosophy of state and government 

into a true science of political behavior. This revolution came to be known as the Behavioural 

Revolution or Behavioural Approach or Behaviouralist. It was decided that the legal and 

http://www.jrps.in/
mailto:info@jrps.in


© INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL FOR RESEARCH PUBLICATION & SEMINAR 

ISSN: 2278-6848   |   Volume:  13  Issue: 04    |  July  -  September   2022 

Paper is available at   http://www.jrps.in    |    Email : info@jrps.in 

Refereed & Double Blind Peer Reviewed 

 

101 
 

institutional techniques were too narrow, too formal, too static, and too insufficient for the 

study of politics. There has been a recent upsurge of calls from the political science community 

for the establishment of a comprehensive behavioral science of politics that can account for 

and explain all facets of political processes and human political behavior. 

 

In hindsight, though, it is clear that he saw the wave's crest could not climb indefinitely and 

that the tide eventually turned. Since the early 1950s, when he first entered the workforce, 

Easton had been a leading advocate of behaviourism. He eventually attained the greatest 

academic rank and distinction that his field of study at the University of Chicago could provide. 

A year later, Easton would take on the role of president of the American Political Science 

Association (APSA), a position occupied by many prominent behaviouralists before and after 

his presidency. 1 Easton gave voice to the rising number of political scientists dissatisfied with 

the behavioral orthodoxy in his home address titled "The New Revolution in Political Science," 

and he discursively ushered in what he dubbed the "post behavioral revolution." Easton 

anticipated that this new revolution would encourage political scientists to focus on research 

that has a direct impact on public policy. 

 

In the same way as behaviourism was a reaction against traditionalism, post-behaviourism was 

a reaction against behaviourism, but rather than attacking each school of thought individually, 

it sought to find common ground between them. Behaviouralist was not a whole new field of 

study, but rather a method, an angle, and an end goal for the study of politics. From the 1950s 

until the early 1970s, the field of American social science was dominated by the behaviouralist 

paradigm. Based on the idea that science and human behavior are inherently one and the same, 

Behaviourism introduced quantitative scientific techniques to the study of political processes 

and allowed for the introduction of many other ideas and approaches from other academic 

fields. Since Behaviouralists believed that political phenomena could be studied scientifically, 

they abandoned Political Philosophy in favour of the Philosophy of Science, which led to the 

establishment of brand-new norms for the creation of testable theories, hypotheses, and 

protocols. 

Meaning of post- behaviouralist : 

The new catastrophes' atmosphere and intended programming were dubbed "post-

behaviouralist." The increasing focus on values, on concerns of justice, freedom, and equality, 

is one of the most prominent pillars of "post-behavioral" thought and practice. "a true 

revolution, not a reaction; a becoming, not a preservation; a reform, not a counter reformation," 

as David Easton puts it, sums up post-behaviourism. It was a cultural shift as well as a mental 

trend. It would be incorrect to associate post-behaviouralist with a specific political ideology, 

as its proponents included political scientists of varying backgrounds (including rank and 

extreme leftists), methodological commitments (including rigorous scientists and dedicated 

classicists), and age groups. This seemingly unrelated group of people had a common 

sentiment: a profound dissatisfaction with the course that modern political research was taking. 
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Review of literature  

(Ghosh & Lecturer, 2018) studied “post-behaviouralist : a new revolution in political science” 

discovered that the post-behavioralist school of thought is a reforming force in the history of 

political science. A major focus of this study is the recent paradigm shift in political science. 

David Easton, in his presidential presentation to the APSA convention in 1969, announced the 

emergence of post-behavioralist theory. The post-behavioralist perspective is a new paradigm 

in political science, although it is not anti-behavioralist. There will no longer be a conflict 

between objective reality and subjective judgment. Exponents, characteristics, twin slogans, 

seven essential attributes, and more of post-behavioralism are discussed in this study. India, for 

her part, might welcome the new revolution as a means of advancing her social and political 

conditions. As a result of post-behavioralist thought, politics has moved from the realm of pure 

science to that of practical significance. 

(Kiss et al., 2013) studied “The Sc entification of the Study of Politics: Some Observations on 

the Behavioral Evolution in Political Science” noticed, and In our field, we study politics. The 

scientific process is implicit in the word "science." “Science” has had varied definitions at 

different eras. In the ancient definition, science is merely “knowledge”, or information earned 

by study. In current parlance (which dates back to the 18th century), science refers to a kind of 

education predicated on the methodical observation and testing of hypotheses. It's an 

educational approach that stands apart from the creative fields. The “identification of the study 

of politics” refers to the process by which political science as an academic subject has evolved 

to apply the scientific method for the creation and distribution of information about politics. 1  

(Behavioral et al., 2015) studied “behavioral and post behavioral approach to political science” 

noticed, and A disproportionate amount of emphasis had been placed by the Behaviouralists 

on studies that did not take any values into account. That was one of their main arguments. 

They advocated for a value-free approach to science. Practically speaking, they didn't care 

about values. The post-behavioralists, on the other hand, disagreed with this view and instead 

emphasized value-laden politics. They argue that all knowledge rests on values and that 

knowledge risks becoming useless if values are not treated as its foundation. Values, in their 

opinion, play a significant part in the study of politics. The behaviouralists state that they share 

the scientific community's dedication to certain ideals. The post-behavioralists reject the 

behaviorists' central premise. They believe that the behavioralists' pursuit of technological 

inquiry and scientific understanding should not be isolated from everyday experience.  

(EuropeanPoliticalScience15, n.d.) studied “Behaviouralist and Post- Behaviouralist” 

concluded that the emergence of the behavioural revolution marked the beginning of a new 

field of study in politics that has come to be known as contemporary political science. As a 

result of widespread discontent with the conventional scope, methodology, and findings of 

Political Science, a new paradigm—the behavioural revolution—emerged. The Behavioural 

Approach to Politics was born out of this upheaval. Even if successful, development may only 

enjoy widespread acclaim for another decade at most.  

(Birkenia’s, 2016) studied “The Behavioral Revolution in Contemporary Political Science: 

Narrative, Identity, Practice” discovered that that the behavioral revolution of the 1950s and 
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early 1960s is a key point in the history of political science and is often believed to be a period 

in which the subject lost its traditional foundations by embracing its identity as a contemporary 

social science. This research looks at encyclopedias and dictionaries released between 1980 

and 2012 to assess the relevance of the behavioral revolution in the present day. Multiple 

introductory narratives on the behavioral revolution may be found in various dictionaries, 

encyclopedias, and handbooks. Why, after sixty years, is the behavioral revolution still such a 

major part of political scientists' collective memory? In order to address this topic, I construct 

a political theory of mythology that analyzes the interplay of myths, identities, and institutional 

norms in settings such as academic political science.  

Conclusion: 

The Post-Behaviouralist Revolution in Political Science is a significant theoretical shift in the 

field. In other words, it's a Behaviourist reform movement that recognizes the value of 

Behaviourists' contributions to the field in terms of new research tools, strategies, and 

methodologies, but advocates for using them to the greater good. Post-Behaviorists are 

committed to using Empirical Methodology, but they also recognize the usefulness of drawing 

on both the value-laden approach of the past and the more recent findings in the field of 

behavioral science. Also emphasized are efforts to alter the traditional boundaries of political 

science and to conduct research with an eye toward the future. Post Behaviouralists thinks that 

political scientists should attention to important social issues and search out answers to modern 

political difficulties and want that in the area of social sciences, political scientists should play 

a prominent position. They argue that political scientists have a responsibility as leaders to 

usher in necessary reforms in the political and social spheres. Political scientists should take a 

flexible approach. If the current crises in society evolved out of profound societal tensions, 

these issues have to be addressed. If dismantling the current political structure is what it takes 

to end these wars, then political scientists should insist on it. Not even ideas for change should 

be enough for him to rest easy. 

References: 

1. Behavioral, P., To, A., & Science, P. (2015). Isan: 2455-2224. 1(1), 18–22. 

2. Birkenia’s, J. R. (2016). The behavioral revolution in contemporary political science: 

Narrative, identity, practice. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses, 391. 

https://search.proquest.com/docview/1846129646?accountid=27931 

3. EuropeanPoliticalScience15. (n.d.). 

4. Ghosh, L. K., & Lecturer, G. (2018). POST-BEHAVIOURALISM : A NEW 

REVOLUTION IN. 7631(48514), 1–4. 

5. Kiss, D. J., Griffiths, M. D., Binder, J. F., & Street, B. (2013). Metadata, citation and similar 

papers at core.ac.uk. 1–19. 

6.   Bhargava, Rajeev and Acharya, Ashok.2008.Political Theory: An Introduction .New Delhi: 

Pearson. 

7. Dutta, Akhil Ranjan, 2001.Political Theory: Issues, Concepts and debates. Arun Prakasha, 

Guwahati. 

http://www.jrps.in/
mailto:info@jrps.in


© INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL FOR RESEARCH PUBLICATION & SEMINAR 

ISSN: 2278-6848   |   Volume:  13  Issue: 04    |  July  -  September   2022 

Paper is available at   http://www.jrps.in    |    Email : info@jrps.in 

Refereed & Double Blind Peer Reviewed 

 

104 
 

8. Political Studies—The Journal of the Political Studies Association of the UK—Edited by 

Jack Lively-Volume- XXXV, published in 1987 by J. Edmondson publication. 

9. Verma, S.P. (2010).Modern political Theory. New Delhi: Vikash Publishing House. 

10. www.academia.edu/593814/Behaviouralism. 

11. Gleichman, F & Reisberg, Psychology (5th ed.), W.W.Norton & Co., 199 

http://www.jrps.in/
mailto:info@jrps.in

