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ABSTRACT 

It is commonly acknowledged that there are numerous factors that influence displacement, 

including economic, environmental, demographic, and social considerations, and that climatic 

variability and change will likely alter migratory pressures and flows in the future. 

Displacement should be viewed as a social phenomenon in which human agency and social 

networks play a significant role. It leads to a loss of governmental control, which is particularly 

concerning in light of contemporary worries about displacement and security. In this 

perspective, it's critical to call into question entire sociological methods founded on the idea of 

relatively autonomous national societies. Unfortunately, development projects dissolve a 

community's social structure as a result of displacement, making those relocated more 

susceptible to poverty for several years. 

Keywords: Consequences, Communities, Development Induced Displacement, Risks, 
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INTRODUCTION 

The effects of “development induced displacement and resettlement” is devastating especially 

for the indigenous people who value land as a source of identity and way of life. The loss of 

access to land including common property resources means immediate and serious outcome 

for food insecurity and increased poverty. It was also observed that people displaced by 

development projects were affected in terms of yield produced from their farming activities. 

Most of those farmers who owned bigger plots of land became medium; the medium farmers 

land became small. (Cohen & Bradley, 2010) Famers that owned small and marginal plots of 

land, became landless, hence making such households to be more marginalized than before the 

displacement. 

Displacement as a consequence of development operations frequently leads to the loss of 

livelihood sources, such as the acquiring non-private resources, such as forest land. Access to 

natural resources like land & common property resources from which they previously derived 

their livelihood sources like food and income could be affected. As a result, losing access to 

those livelihood resources generally makes such marginalized populations worse off 

economically as well as socially. 
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Figure 1: Social impact on displaced population 

Big businesses and – to a lesser extent – the public national administration are the primary 

beneficiaries of extractive ventures. In underdeveloped countries, resource extraction almost 

never leads to a betterment of local residents' circumstances. Profits are then transported 

outside of the country (due to exploitation) and do not contribute to the economic growth of 

these areas. The expanding number of displaced persons (DIDPs), or those who are 

permanently impacted by the negative effects of development projects, remains a pressing 

concern. (Aboda et al., 2019) 

A considerable portion of the migrant population, particularly in large and metropolitan cities, 

lives in marginal settlements, slums, and squatter regions with minimal infrastructural services, 

posing health, environmental, traffic, and other issues. The factors that cause or regulate 

displacement differ greatly from one place to the next, as well as from one person to the next. 

Push and pull forces are the two types of influences that influence the displacement process. 

(Yadav, 2019) 

Table 1: Reasons for an individual to displace 

 
Displacement and human society 

Human societies have continued to be impacted by displacement. The impacts of displacement 

can be evident in the society that people leave, known as sending societies, as well as the 

societies that they settle in, known as receiving societies. These societies aren't always nations 

or countries. Within the same country, individuals may move from a rural society, such as a 

hamlet, to an urban society, such as a city. Internal movements could have just as much of an 

impact on villages as international movements do. Displacement’s consequences have become 

so significant that it has spawned a new academic specialty dedicated to the study of human 

movement. This field is known as displacement sociology or displacement studies, and it has 

pulled together talents such as: (Kirbyshire et al., 2017) 

• Demographers who chart the population significances 

• Sociologists who document and analyse socials significances 

• Economists who chart the economic significances 

• Geographers who study the consequences of spatial redistribution of people 

• Historians who deliver the contexts of movements 

• Psychologists who look at individual consequences of movement 

• Medical investigators who look at the health effect of actions 

These people have become involved in thoughtful and clarifying the 
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• Procedures 

• Designs 

• Social concerns (cost and benefits) 

• Individuals as well as group of people experiences of human movements at all types. 

Social Consequences of Human displacement 

Those who research displacement make a distinction between the many outcomes of human 

mobility. They distinguish between the consequences for the societies which displacement 

leave & those in which they settle. This can be done by calculating the costs and benefits for 

the both sending & receiving societies. This is quite a complicated calculation because to 

establish the true impact of any movement one must calculate both Social cost and benefits and 

Economic cost and benefits. The cost and benefits are generally calculated and then offset 

against each other in a sort of balance sheet to establish whether there is a gain or loss to the 

societies involved.(Naika, 2016) 

Displacement may have important on the cultures & societies displacement also has effects on 

the cultures of both the places that displaced people leave and those in which they re-settle. 

These effects vary with different types of displacement the skills of the skills of the displaced 

people & the lengths of time involved.(Aneesh & Patil, 2015) 

 

 
Figure 2: Displacement due to development projects  

LITERATURE REVIEW 

(Aboda et al., 2019) Every year, around 15 million people are displaced from their homes to 

make room for massive construction projects such as dams, motorways, and mining. Such 

programmes have been shown in most developing nations to exacerbate ecological and 

socioeconomic vulnerability, rendering people affected homeless, powerless, and penniless. 

The emphasis of the literature review article was on the various dangers that communities face 

as a result of development-induced displacement and relocation. The information provided is 

based on a review of online peer-reviewed and grey literature from 1980 to 2018. Throughout 

social vulnerability assessments, the risks examined via the Impoverishment, Risk, as well as 

Reconstruction (IRR) model serve as a reference in choosing and comprehending the hazards 

of development induced displacement and resettlement (DIDR). Because it is hard to quantify, 
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the issue of social vulnerability is frequently overlooked. In developing countries like India, 

Sudan, and Kenya, risk analysis also serves as the foundation for even more investigation into 

the reasons for the incidence and persistence of dangers. According to the conclusions of the 

review using the IRR model, project-affected persons are exposed to certain possibilities, but 

they are also exposed to increased hazards. Compensation for lost properties, as well as a lack 

of experience as well as ability to undertake relocation operations, were some of the reasons 

for the dangers' persistence. 

(Huang et al., 2017) Dam construction is invariably followed by large-scale displacement and 

resettlement, resulting in complex socioeconomic consequences for the host community. The 

objective of this paper is to look into the social effects of dam-induced displacement and 

resettlement in China using a comparative research study that looked at both the control group 

and experimental group. Data was gathered using a combination of questionnaires, archive 

files, as well as in interviews. The findings demonstrate that dam-induced displacement and 

resettlement aided in improving living conditions and promoting rural cooperative medical 

insurance adoption. However, this one has a negative effect on economic growth, level of 

income and income resource, as well as overall happiness. In the end, there are implications 

for theory and practice. 

(Dubey, 2017)  A socio-economic research was conducted in the coal mines of Allahabad, 

Mirzapur, but also Sonabhadra districts of Uttar Pradesh's Vindhyan region to investigate the 

area's existing resources, community social-economic structure, job responsibilities, revenue 

generation processes, mutual support on forests, mining operations, resource extraction effects, 

and also the impact of mining closure on livelihood. The research in mining areas was 

conducted using participatory rural appraisal (PRA) approaches and questionnaire-based 

surveys. The major findings, conclusions, suggestions, as well as possibilities for the future 

have all been summarized. The majority of the local population was illiterate and had little 

knowledge of mining standards and requirements, their rights and regulations, as well as 

development forestry programmes. The majority of the people worked as wage labourers, and 

agriculture had lost its importance as a source of income due to land purchase mostly for 

mining. 

(Fast, 2015) analysed the difficulties that the Nepalese government faces in guaranteeing that 

hydropower infrastructure projects contribute to social justice as well as development for 

everyone, particularly displaced people. Second, it adds to ongoing research discussions on 

development-forced displacement as well as resettlement (DFDR) by critically examining the 

applicability of DFDR research in countries such as Nepal, which are characterised by poor 

state regulatory capability and social inequities. It was discovered through a review of 

academic studies as well as interviews with Nepali civil society activists, government officials, 

and water resource professionals that DFDR research has had relatively little impact on 

resettlement policies in Nepal. 

(Sahoo et al., 2014) observed that the Sardar Sarovar Dam, located on the Narmada River in 

Gujarat, India, is a gravity dam. It is also the highest dam in the Narmada Valley Project, which 

is a massive hydraulic engineering project that includes a series of huge irrigation as well as 

hydroelectric multi-purpose dams. The project began in 1979 as part of a larger development 
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plan to expand irrigation and generate hydropower. The SSP's hydroelectric power will be split 

among Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh, while the irrigation benefits will go to 

Gujarat and Rajasthan. We understand the complexities inherent with the Sardar Sarovar 

Valley. The concerns arise as a result of the dam fight and the emergence of a paradigm that 

promises material wealth in a chimerical way. Researchers  would like to highlight the water 

issues in Gujarat's water shortage areas. The Indian government has provided its approval for 

the SSP in Gujarat as well as the NSP in Madhya Pradesh to be built. 

(Wong, 2013) studied large dams, a tool for development in the past century, have changed the 

lives of millions, altered nations and had widespread environmental, economic and social 

effects. With the increasing amount of data available, the effects of dams can be assessed with 

greater accuracy and validity. This study examines the evaluation of the economic, 

environmental and social effects of dams, and lessons learned from previous dams. It then 

emphasizes on cost analysis as a pre-project decision-making tool for analyzing the prospective 

gains and disadvantages of building a dam, as well as a framework for analyzing dams that 

have already been built. It examines the fundamental assumptions that must be made in order 

to do a credible cost-benefit analysis, as well as the method's inherent limits. The Sardar 

Sarovar dam is used as a case study for how cost analysis is used and abused in decision-

making, interstate politics, propaganda, as well as activism. It also shows how difficult it is to 

divide expenses and rewards fairly at the national, state, as well as grassroots levels. 

(Department, 2013) It is commonly acknowledged that there are numerous factors that 

influence displacement, including economic, environmental, demographic, as well as social 

considerations, and also that climatic variability and change will likely alter migratory 

pressures and movements in the future. Future Relocation in the Context of Climate Change, 

the third briefing paper in this series, stated that over the next 40 years, estimated 9.7 million 

people in Bangladesh are expected to relocate in the long term from areas currently 

experiencing climate stresses such as flooding, tropical storms, as well as riverbank erosion. 

Even though only around a million of these new displaced people may be linked to the 

increased effects of climate change, the rest are attributable to the present context of climate-

related strains, financial concerns, and population increase. Short-term and cyclical 

displacement are projected to be substantially higher. The socioeconomic effects of rising 

displacement occurring in the context of climatic variability and change are examined in this 

study. 

(Dilip Ratha, 2010) This study reviews the studies on the development consequences of 

displacement as well as remittances on countries of origin and destination in the South. 

International displacement has ramifications for development in both origin and destination 

nations in the South and North. It is estimated that 215 million individuals, or 3% of the world's 

population, live outside their natal nations. While the research has focused on 

displacement from the south to the north, the numbers of displaced people between emerging 

nations is expected to be as big as movement from the south to the north. As a result, the 

development implications of displacement and a need to regulate in- displacement are equally 

important in the South as in the North. Despite the fact that violent war, political persecution, 

and human trafficking are all significant factors in international displacement, more than nine 
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out of ten international displaced people do so for financial purposes. In general, displacement 

has favorable financial consequences on displaced households, as well as the sending and 

receiving countries.  

(Hudson, 2005) This study looks into the underlying causal structure of the inverse relationship 

between socioeconomic status (SES) and psychiatric disorder. This is accomplished by 

analysing a statewide database on acute psychiatric hospitalization in Massachusetts from 1994 

to 2000, as well as supplementary census figures. As per the modeling strategy, which is using 

structural equation modeling techniques, SES increased rates of mental illness both directly 

and indirectly via the influence of financial stress on low- and middle-income groups. 

(Colchester & Peoples, 2000) assessed the extent to which Indigenous Peoples and Ethnic 

Minorities have gained or lost from large dam projects. Like many previous studies on the 

theme, it finds that indeed large dams have had very serious impacts on these peoples’ lives, 

livelihoods, cultures and spiritual existence. Due to structural inequities, cultural dissonance, 

pervasive and institutional racism and discrimination, and political marginalization, Indigenous 

Peoples and Ethnic Minorities have suffered disproportionately from the negative impacts of 

large dams, while often being among those who have been excluded from sharing the benefits. 

On paper, measures to avoid or mitigate these negative impacts have been progressively 

improved over the past 50 years as international law and the policies of developers have been 

revised in response to growing voices of dissent. As this study shows, however, despite these 

advances and even where these policies are meant to apply, large dams continue to have 

serious, even devastating, effects on Indigenous Peoples and Ethnic Minorities. In large part 

this is because dam-building in particular, and development programmes in general, are driven 

by powerful interests and visions, which provide neither the incentives nor the time for 

developers to apply these new standards. 

CONCLUSION 

The scale and diversity of India's internal migratory flow, as well as the distresses that 

accompany it, are vast. A simple analysis of this complicated topic reveals that, despite 

displaced people’ significant contributions to India's economy, the social protections accessible 

to them are still limited. 

Addressing the livelihood risks associated to development induced displacement and 

resettlement could contribute towards minimizing socio-economic vulnerability associated 

with large scale development projects among the affected communities. So, there is a 

requirement to provide employment facilities in rural areas to reduce the rural to urban 

displacement and to prevent to move to cities. All basic amenities like water, health facilities, 

job opportunities should be develop by the government in rural areas. The suggestion of this 

paper that providing some other opportunities given to undeveloped area like Increase financial 

and banking facility, focus in national development plans , minimum social security, 

sustainable livelihood opportunities, food security programmes etc. The government and 

politicians of India should have to take appropriate step to reduce displacement.  

 

 

http://www.jrps.in/
mailto:info@jrps.in


© INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL FOR RESEARCH PUBLICATION & 

SEMINAR 

ISSN: 2278-6848   |  Volume:  11  Issue: 03    |  July - September   2020 

Paper is available at   http://www.jrps.in  |  Email : info@jrps.in 
 

179 
 

REFERENCES 

Aboda, C., Mugagga, F., Byakagaba, P., & Nabanoga, G. (2019). Development Induced 

Displacement ; A Review of Risks Faced by Communities in Developing Countries. 7(2), 

100–110. https://doi.org/10.13189/sa.2019.070205 

Aneesh, T. V, & Patil, R. R. (2015). DEVELOPMENT AND DISPLACEMENT IN 

KERALA : AN EXPERIENCE OF COCHIN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT LIMITED 

( CIAL ). 7881(June), 87–104. 

Cohen, R., & Bradley, M. (2010). Disasters and Displacement : Gaps * in Protection. 

1(February), 1–35. 

Department, U. (2013). The socio-economic impacts of migration influenced by climate 

change. 4, 1–4. 

Dilip Ratha, S. M. and E. S. I. (2010). Impact of Migration on Economic and Social 

Development : Review of Evidence and Emerging Issues Dilip Ratha Kunda Datar 

Memorial Lecture , 2010 ( University Under Section 3 of the UGC Act , 1956 ). 

Dubey, D. K. (2017). Socio Economic Impact Study of Mining and Mining Polices on the 

Livelihoods of Local Population in the ( Project Director ) Centre for Social Forestry and 

Eco-Rehabilitation Socio Economic Impact Study of Mining and Mining Polices on the 

Livelihoods of Lo. 1–152. 

Fast, T. (2015). resettlement in Nepal Another Dam Development Project ? Development-

forced displacement and resettlement in Nepal Tobias Fast *. 

Huang, Y., Lin, W., Li, S., & Ning, Y. (2017). Social Impacts of Dam-Induced Displacement 

and Resettlement : A Comparative Case Study in China. 1–18. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/su10114018 

Hudson, C. G. (2005). Socioeconomic Status and Mental Illness : Tests of the Social Causation 

and Selection Hypotheses. 75(1), 3–18. https://doi.org/10.1037/0002-9432.75.1.3 

Kirbyshire, A., Wilkinson, E., Masson, V. Le, & Batra, P. (2017). Mass displacement and the 

challenge for urban resilience. January. 

Naika, B. (2016). ILI Law Review LAND ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT 

INDUCED DISPLACEMENT : INDIA AND INTERNATIONAL LEGAL 

FRAMEWORK I Introduction DISPLACEMENT OR the involuntary forced relocation 

of people has come to be acknowledging as among the most significant negative d. 65–

77. 

Sahoo, T., Prakash, U., & Sahoo, M. M. (2014). Sardar Sarovar Dam Controversy- A Case 

Study. 6(9), 887–892. 

Yadav, A. (2019). Displacement crisis of rural community in india. 6(6), 168–179. 

 

 

http://www.jrps.in/
mailto:info@jrps.in

